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Mess Guards and Drip Guards : 

Tnis is a decision on the renewed petition filed on 25 Ap'ril, 
2001, which is treated as a petition requesting that the above- 
identified application be accorded a filing date of 18 August, 
2000, with Figures 43A-43D, 44A, and 44B as part of the original 
disclosure . 

The petition is granted . 

On 18 August, 2000, applicant filed the above-identified 
.application. However, on 5 October, 2000, the Office of Initial 
Patent Examination mailed a ''Notice of Omi:.te:l Items," s:.ating 
tnat a filing date had been assigned in the apipl icat ion ; however, 
Figures 41A-41D, 42, and 43 described in the specification 
appeared to be omitted from the application. The petiti'i-n filed 
on 20 October, 2000, requesting that the application be acc<jrded 
a filing date of 18 August, 2000, with one (1) sheet of drawings 
containing Figures 41A-41D, 42, and 43 as a part of the 'Original 
disclosure was dismissed on 29 March, 2001. 

In the present renewed petition, petitioner again asserts that 
one (1) sheet of drawings containing the missing figures was 
present in the USPTO on 18 August, 2000. Petitioner now explains 
that one (1) sheet of drawings containing Figures 43A-43D, 44A, 
and 44B was deposited with the other application papers filed on 
13 August, 2000. Furthermore, that sheet of drawings was 
mislabelled, and that the drawing figures sh'juld have t^een 
labeled Figures 41A-41D, 42, and 4 3 in accordance with tne 
specification. The renewed petitii^n is accompanied by bC'th a 
■r^opy of the one sheet of drawings <:ontaining Figures 43A-43D, 
^4A, and 44B, as originally filed and an amendment renumk-er ing 
the drawings as Figures 41A-41D. 42, and 43. 
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In support, on 25 April, 2001, a copy of petitioner's p'jstcard 
receipt was supplied. The postcard contains an Office date stamp 
of 18 August, 2000, and the above-identified applicati-on number 
and itemizes the filing of, inter alia, 19 sheets of formal 
drawings. Petitioner requests that the application, including 
the one (1) sheet of drawings containing Figures 4 3A-4 3D, 44A, 
and 44B, be accorded a filing date of 18 August, 2000. 

A review of the record reveals that applicant filed 13 sheets of 
drawings, labeled Pages 1-18 of 19, with the applicatic>n papers 
on 18 August, 2000. However, the evidence is convincing that the 
application papers deposited on 18 August, 2000, included one (1) 
sheet of drawing containing Figures 43A-43D, 44A, and 44B, which 
was subsequently misplaced in the Office. Therefore, the 
application, including the one (1) sheet of drawing c-:)ntaining 
Figures 43A-43D, 44A, and 44B as describe:i m the spe ::i f icati jn, 
IS entitled to a filing date of 18 August, .5 000. 

In view of the above, the pietition is granted . A refun^d of the 
$130.00 petition fee will be scheduled. 

The application will be processed and examined using the 
application papers filed on 18 August, 2000, and the -jne (1) 
sheet of arawings containing Figures 43A-43I), 44A, and 44B, 
supplied on 20 October, 2000. The amended drawing renumbering 
the figures will be entered in the file for cc>nsiderat i C)n as a 
preliminary amiendmient . 

The application is being returned to Initial Patent Examination 
Division for further processing with a filing date of 18 August, 
2000, using the application papers filed on 18 August, 2000, and 
the C'ne (1) sheet of drawing containing Figures 43A-43L), 44A, and 
44E supplied on 20 October, 2000, and f'jr an indicaticT. c-n the 
t'ib-data sheet that 19 sheets of drawings were present c^n filing. 

Telephone inquires should be directed to Petitions Attorney 
E'ouglas I. Wood at 703 308-6918. 
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